Speculative strategies for new antibacterials: all roads should not lead to Rome.
In concert with improvements in personal hygiene and public sanitation, the discovery and development of antibiotics during the latter half of the last century has reduced substantially the morbidity and mortality associated with bacterial diseases. However, the past decade has witnessed a sharp reduction in interest in antibacterial drug development by 'big pharma', compounded by a decline in the breadth of chemical space for new antibacterial molecules and a failure to exploit the plethora of cellular processes potentially targetable by novel classes of antibacterial molecules. This review focuses on some strategies relating to antibacterial chemotherapy, paths less trodden, which the author considers worthy of further exploration.